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We hope that you all have a wonderful Christmas and we would like to wish you a very Happy New Year. Our theme after Christmas will be toys and games. Below are some of the ideas we have planned for each week (a more detailed breakdown will be sent home each week in our newsletter). 

Week.1 (3 days): We will be welcoming Chloe and Dilanie to Hedgehog class and helping them to settle. The children will be talking about what they did over the Christmas holidays and sharing news. We will be playing a variety of games to develop mathematical skills and turn taking.  We will also be reinforcing our golden rules and encouraging the children to select their own activities. Week.2: Please send in either a photograph of your child’s favourite toy or the actual toy (if not too big or precious) so that they can share it with the class. Please send this in on Monday.
The children will be talking about their favourite toy. We will be drawing toys to develop pencil control and drawing skills. The children will be measuring toys with cubes and comparing sizes to reinforce mathematical language. We will be setting up a toy shop and encouraging the children to use number and writing as part of their role play.
Week.3 Exploring toys. Looking at what they are made of and developing descriptive language. The children will explore a variety of toys and talk about likes and dislikes. We will also make a bar graph to show the preferences within the class. They will be drawing objects and we will be encouraging close observation of the main features. We will also be investigating how toys move. The children will be sorting toys by different criteria and explaining their ideas. Hedgehog class will be exploring a variety of sensory materials and developing descriptive language. 
Week.4: We will be celebrating Chinese New Year and talking about the festival. It will be the year of the Rooster. The children will be talking about the celebration and looking at a variety of objects associated with the celebration. We will be listening to music and creating our own dances. We will also be using our toy shop to encourage the children to write price tags, count coins and do some practical addition and subtraction. If you are able to come in to talk about the celebration of Chinese New Year then please come and talk to a member of staff 
Week.5 We will be visiting Pizza Express on 31st January and making our own pizzas! The children will all bring home their individual pizza to share with you. The children will be looking at a variety of toys and talking about which are old and which are new. We will encourage them to explain their ideas to the group. The children in Rabbit class will be designing and creating their own puppets. The children will be creating a plan for their design and really thinking about ‘what’ they will use and ‘why’. We will be playing a variety of mathematical games to reinforce number and accurate counting. In Rabbit class we will also play games to encourage problem solving involving simple addition and subtraction. The children will be sharing stories about toys and using factual books to find out information.
Week 6: We will be have a week focused on investigation and thinking skills. The children will be making boats to carry teddies across the river, discovering how to create the best bubbles. The children will explore objects to see which will float and which sink. They will also predict and then investigate how many teddies will float in different shape and size objects.
Alongside these activities we will also plan in activities and opportunities to support and extend the children’s number skills, early reading and mark making/writing. We will also have our cooking sessions every other week. In Rabbit class we will have a weekly phonic session and we will keep you informed regarding what we have been doing and how you can support your child at home.
Parent meetings:
New parents will be offered a settling in meeting during the second full week (16th Jan) A list will be put up in the studio to sign for a time slot that suits you.
Rabbit class will be offered a review and next steps meeting during the second week after half term. Letters will come home before half term with details of time slots.
Hedgehog class will be offered a review and next steps or entry assessment meeting during the third week after half term. Letters will come home before half term with details of time slots.
We would like to welcome some new children to our Hedgehog class:
Chloe and Dilanie
Please read the newsletter each week as we will make changes and additions to the planning in response to the children’s needs and interests.

