As my first year as Head comes to a close I can certainly say there has never been a
dull moment! I am not quite sure what I expected last August as I sat here
desperately trying to get to grips with names and new procedures, but I certainly
never could have envisaged this year even if I had tried. There have been many ups
and downs along the way and it has certainly pushed my problem solving skills to
the max.
However, with a dedicated and hard-working staff team, the support of you all and of course the
delightful girls, we have achieved a great deal. We now have the whole site back for school use and our
new lawn has already been put to good use for PE lessons. As a school we are finally able to look
forward to developing the school site and hence providing even more opportunities for the girls.
Obviously, with the pandemic things have been slightly delayed, but we hope to have an update on the
proposed development which we will be able to share with you in the Autumn.
The pandemic has also given rise to new opportunities with online learning and the capability of new
technology, some of which we will be continuing to use next academic year. However, all the staff team
agree that there really is no substitute for face to face lessons. We will continue to use Google
classroom next year for topic work and homework which will hopefully avoid the need for transporting
too much equipment to and from school.
Looking back at the successes of the year has been immensely satisfying. It is incredible the number of
achievements that have happened this year, despite the changes that have had to happen as a result of
COVID.
Firstly, the Form VI girls all performed well in the grammar and independent school entrance tests.
Congratulations to all of you, you and your teachers’ hard work clearly paid dividends.
In Sport, many of you have represented the school in netball, hockey and gymnastics. You have all
played extremely well and there have been some terrific results, which have been reported in our
newsletters. Some of the highlights have been:
•
•
•
•

Gladman Netball tournament which we were privileged that Mrs. Gladman attended.
House hockey and netball tournaments. The hockey was even more exciting as we got to play
on the astro pitches at Walcoutians hockey club.
The Biathlon event, which we entered for the first time this year. The whole school was
delighted that Daisy FIV, Bella FIII and Zara FV got through to the finals of this event.
Gymnastics competition against Royal Russell where everyone performed to a very high
standard. The FVI team came second with some great individual performances and the FV team
were awarded first place much to everyone’s delight.

The whole of the Senior House also enjoyed a very successful swimming gala in which everyone
participated enthusiastically and there were some exceptional performances.

In Music and Drama we have had the excellent Talent show where we saw a wealth of singing, dancing,
musical performances alongside comedy and magic. There was the poetry recital in which many of you
rose to the challenge to perform an individual poem. At Christmas we had the delightful Nursery
Concert, the excellent nativity play with some very memorable donkeys and then the carol concert at
the church where there were some excellent musical pieces by the choir, orchestra and flute choir. The
standard of performance has always been extremely high. Then last term we had the Spring Concert
which was another musical delight. There were very strong performances by many girls and topped off
by Form VI’s ‘Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy’ on the bell plates.
We have had a wealth of trips and visits and outside speakers as well as our very successful ‘DT, Maths
and Science days’ where the girls got to take part in many practical and often ‘explosive’ activities. I
particularly enjoyed looking at your giant DT structures that you created in the hall. I wonder whose was
the tallest in the end?
There have also been Bikeability, World Book day, Marsden March, class assemblies and not forgetting
all the fabulous POSH events such as the Christmas Fair, the film nights and disco and the list just goes
on. I am not sure where we have found the time to fit it all in, in just 2 terms!
As we move towards next academic year we need to welcome two new members of teaching staff: Miss
Tapp and Mr. Endersby whom I am sure you will get to meet over the coming months. Both members of
staff have already been in to meet the girls and are very pleased to be part of the staff team. Also I am
delighted to announce that next year’s Head girl will be Sahar G and the Deputy Head Girl is Olivia P,
congratulations to both of you, I am sure you will do a wonderful job.
Finally, I would like to say some thank yous. Firstly to the staff, who have worked tirelessly this year to
enable all the girls to continue their education despite having to work remotely. Secondly, I would like
to thank all of you for your support over this year and I would like to say a special thank you to all who
have sent words of thanks and appreciation and for the very kind staff gifts. Finally, I would like to say
thank you to the girls for continuing to work hard and to find the resilience and determination to keep
learning despite all that has gone on. I am immensely proud of all of you and trust you will all have a
lovely summer and a well-deserved break.

W

Headteacher Awards have been given to the following girls:

Isabelle Form VI for her wonderful
poster of the Evolution of the Piano.

Anna Mawani FV for her wonderful poster
of Flutes Around the World.

Form VI read a new poem by a young poet called Tom Roberts about how the world might change after
the pandemic and these exceptional poems were then written by Amelia and Maeve.
The great realisation by Maeve
So we all locked ourselves up
Trapped, we were bored stiff
We'd forgotten the meaning of good news
But then, what if...

Once upon a time,
in a land of old,
when anything you dreamed of,
could be bought and sold.

The animals had taken the chance
To explore the human domain
While cars didn't flock the streets
You could hear the birds again

We had become greedy,
And our earth suffered for our faults,
We coveted the golden coins,
But we kept them in deep vaults.

And the people made signs
To show their respect
When they received the things
They'd usually expect

We could see the damage we were causing,
But no-one knew how to stop,
We plundered and destroyed,
Hoping to reach the top.

And people spent longer in gardens
They exercised in different ways
And were creative with their time
Making the most of the days

But then in 2020
A virus came into the world,
Everyone was afraid,
Everyone’s eyes were turned.

As we weren't always rushing around
We'd stop and take in our surroundings
And smile at what we'd found
So when scientists found a cure
We realised that we all agreed
To a life at one with nature
To a life where we would all be freed
Some see it as a disaster
But I reckon it was our saviour
Because it made us realise what we'd done
And helped save Mother Nature
Now not that long ago
In a place not far away
The world was under sufferance
Very different from today
li

We could see the destruction,
And what we had done,
But we also saw
The sun
When the cure was found,
And everything returned,
We made a vow,
That we would all reform.
And so it began,
We all worked hard,
We grew our own food,
Lettuce, and chard.
And soon we noticed differences,
The world was much more green,
The earth was getting better,
It was plain to be seen.
The politicians started
To address the public more,
And now you see the world today,
Cured, not sore.

Alien Invasion by Srikala
‘Come on Shadow!’ Atlanta said to her pet dog, who was whining uncontrollably. ‘I know that you're terrified of the
dark, but I’m soaked to my bones and I want to go home and snuggle down under my covers.’
It was a tempestuous night, with fiery streaks of lightning, and the stone-grey clouds were frowning down upon
Earth. The once tranquil and serene mountainside had now turned into a riotous inferno. There was the taste of
electricity and danger in the air. Atlanta’s bullmastiff was acting as if he could see ghosts. The ground was sopping
wet and muddy, and the rock ledges were as slimy and drenched as a marsh during a tsunami. Atlanta struggled to
maintain her balance while trying to drag Shadow’s leash. The shrieks and howls and wails of the wind were earsplitting, and the deluge of rain along with the incessant, booming thunder was making a cacophony identical to an
badly tuned orchestra — discordant, yet strangely mellifluous.
She wished that she had listened to her parents when they had instructed her to not go outside, to stay out of the
rain — but she had been looking forward to her summer holidays near the mountainside for a whole year, and she
was determined that nothing would prevent her from enjoying it, especially not some silly little storm. Then her
‘silly little storm’ had progressed into a horrendous cloudburst. Atlanta was muttering to herself how dense and
mindless she was, when without warning, her dog started barking.
‘What’s up, Shadow?’ Atlanta exclaimed, ‘Why are you barking?’’
Suddenly, there was a scuffling noise from behind a knobbly sapling in the cloud forest.
‘Who’s there?’ she called out at the top of her voice. ‘Come on out!
The scuffling noises from behind the trees continued.
Then, out of the cloud forest, came ten aliens clad in tunics that were as dark as midnight. They all had violet-blue
skin, opalescent hair, and eyes that were the colour of fresh, green apples, and they all were roughly 0.7 metres tall
— all apart from the alien in the front. She (at least, Atlanta assumed it was a ‘she’ because the alien had neverending wavy hair that stuck out from the back of her head) was around 1.2 metres tall, had luminous, pale yellow
hair, pastel-orange skin, vivid pink eyes with cyan pupils, sported a dark-iris robe, wore a sea-green circlet of fire
around her forehead like a crown, and she wore a dark-sanguine and brass badge that had a platinum trim and read
something like ‘Floe’. She was obviously the leader of them all.
‘And what do you think you’re doing at this time of night?’ demanded Atlanta.
The aliens just looked at her with bewildered expressions on their faces, and it dawned on Atlanta that they didn’t
understand what she was saying. Just then, she caught a glimpse of the two soaring and gleaming lifting mechanisms
in the cloud forest which had a cluster of trees in each claw. She speculates whether they were about to destroy the
trees in the cloud forest and cart it away to whatever planet they lived on. Her suspicions were confirmed when she
noticed the somewhat guilty looks on the alien’s faces.
The aliens conferred together in a huddle, occasionally glancing over at Atlanta apprehensively. Atlanta herself was
aiming for the miniscule gap between two contorted young trees. She was just about to scoot through the opening,
when a fork of lightning came down and burned the pair of trees — along with Floe — to the ground.
Atlanta then had a brainwave to scare the aliens away: to trick them into thinking that she had called down the
lightning, and fried Floe and the trees. She put a smug look onto her face, and raised her arms to the sky, as if to
summon something from it. The aliens had never in their lives seen lightning before, and were terrified out of their
wits by the sight of it. Once the nine aliens registered the fact that their leader was turned into ashes and was not
coming back, they surveyed Atlanta fearfully, and slipped away as quickly as they could.
All of a sudden, Shadow started barking. Atlanta, who had quite forgotten her bullmastiff companion, looked at
him, startled. Shadow cocked his head at the sky, which had stopped raining completely and was approaching a
pinkish hue — dawn. Atlanta cursed under her breath, and hastily hurried back down the mountain.
When she arrived at their cottage half an hour later, her parents were going hysterical with worry.
‘Why on earth did it take you so long to come back?’ Atlanta’s father wanted to know.
Atlanta explained what she’d been doing up on the mountain, but her parents just smiled to themselves.
‘You do have quite an imagination, Atlanta,’ her mother chuckled, ruffling her daughter’s hair, ‘but you’re
still going to have to do the dishes for a week from now to make up for this!’

Hero Dad
He has never climbed a precipitous mountain, Never attacked a blood - thirsty shark.
Never jumped from a monstrous plane,
Never parachuted into the heart of Spain.
He has never fought a malevolent dinosaur, Never parachuted of a vertiginous cliff,
Never swam the alluring coral reef,
Never ran at least 11extended miles.
My family and I go skiing in France,
My dad would stay behind look after his plants. In the gym, my dad lifts substantial weights, And
when picking us up he is never late.
However, he does get rid of that infuriating fly, And he does like flying hysterically in the sky. His
technological brain is second to none,
And he can also lift that burdensome tonne!
By Ishani FIV

FIII Shreya for her excellent 24 word story – National Writing Challenge
FVI: For mature and moving poems based on Tom Roberts’ The Great Realisation poem about looking to
a better future : Maeve, Amelia, Damilola and Kaiya.
FV: For excellent adventure stories using ideas from Jamie Littler’s book “Frostheart” and the Puffin
Festival of Dreams video – Matylda, Annah and Sahar.
Orlaith FV for her speech about Racism and Shivaani Form V for her speech about Hygiene
Poverty. Both girls used persuasive devices very effectively and were full of impact.

The following girls have received house point certificates. For some of them, this is a weekly event and
we are very proud of their efforts and achievements.
FI - Shriya and Vivienne.
All the girls in Form III

Early Years - Stars of the Week
For the Stars of the Week this week we have: Sophia B, Anjula and Ariana for their fantastic superhero
discussions and writing (copies below)
Special mention also goes to Diya, Siya and Reema who did some fantastic work!

In Nursery and Reception we have been thinking about superheroes. The children have drawn what
they would look like as a superhero and talked about their super powers. Reception class also wrote
about themselves and their powers and they all did some amazing work! We have made superhero
masks and enjoyed superhero yoga and dancing. The children have even done superhero maths. In
Reception we have had letters from Spooky Spoon who has developed some super powers. This
included freezing our number line and freezing different objects in ice. The girls had to be superheroes
and save the animals and people that were frozen.

Jessica (Nursery) & Chloe (Form I) completed a cycle challenge in June to see how many miles they
could cycle. Jessica achieved 10miles & Chloe 19miles.

Arya FI has made some lovely superhero cuffs.

FIII have really enjoyed their project on Flight. They
have researched the lives of a number of famous
aviators including Amelia Earhart, the Wright
Brothers, Bessie Coleman and Amy Johnson. All the
girls have written super work about them. FIII have
also written an adventure story about flight, after
reading the Greek myth 'Icarus'. They have written
about birds and mythical flying creatures including
Pegasus. The girls have loved making paper
aeroplanes and helicopters and finding out about air
pressure. They have learned about the water cycle
as well, picking up some new geographical
vocabulary on the way. They managed to draw
some hot air balloons and some lovely colourful
birds as well.

Mila

FIV working on their water project

We are delighted to announce that next year’s Head Girl is Sahar and the Deputy Head Girl is Olivia.

House Points for Summer Term
We have counted and verified the house points and can announce that Tudor House
are our winners this term. Well done Tudor House! The girls will get a prize/event
next term.
2nd place went to Lancaster with York in 3rd place.

The weather was kind to us on Monday and we enjoyed a lovely afternoon celebrating the girls time at
Seaton House and their many achievements. Good bye girls, we will miss you. We wish you every
success and happiness in your new schools.

Happy birthday to:
N – Anaiah, Amelia, Annika
R – Siya
FI –Aaishah, Chloe N, Naomi, Vivienne
FII – Eli
FIII- Katy, Lucy, Alice, Aizah
FIV – Nabila, Saamiya, Holly, Daisy
FV – Zahra, Khiana, Rosie, Emily, Elyanna, Shivaani
FVI – Isabelle, Maya

Good bye for now. Have a wonderful Summer break and we look forward to seeing the
girls on Monday 7th September 2020.
Please remember the girls should wear the Summer uniform for the first half term. Also,
please ensure the girls have trainers for PE (not plimsoles) and waterproofs as PE will be
outside.
More information regarding timings for drop off and collection will be sent in due
course.

